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91.
Mrs P B Sonjica to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:


(1)
What are the developments on the Grootboom case;

(2)
whether his department has taken or intends taking any steps to prevent such problems in the future; if not, why not; if so, what steps?
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REPLY:

(1)
The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has to date not considered any specific programmes in response to the Grootboom case although its implications have been considered by the Department.  However, during the past financial year an amount of R25 million was allocated for the provision of emergency water services infrastructure in cholera areas.  In KwaZulu-Natal an amount of R81 million has for example been channelled to district municipalities since August 2000, additional to the R300 million annually allocated to water services projects in the Province.  My Department also has strategies for the provision of water services during flood and drought situations.  The project selection process of my Department ensures that the poorest of the poor receives priority, when water services projects are planned.

(2)
Yes.  My Department is currently in the process of reviewing its water services policy and the practical implications of the Grootboom case for water services provision will certainly be addressed in cases of urgent need.  I can mention that my Department encourages local government, who is primarily responsible for water and sanitation services provision in the urban and peri-urban areas, which include the informal settlements within the area of jurisdiction of local authorities, to provide for water and sanitation services in the Water Services Development Plans (WSDP), required in terms of the Water Services Act, 1997 (Act 108 of 1997).  Municipalities will in future be requested to indicate in their WSDPs what steps they intend to take to address the water services needs of the poorest of the poor, especially those in desperate need.

